
 

 

 

 
 

   2022 – 2023 
   PROGRAMME 

 
 

     Doors open 7pm 
     Screenings 7.45pm 

          (Themed Evening - doors open 6pm for 6.30pm meal) 
 

 

      The Jubilee Hall, Batcombe, BA4 6HE 
      Free parking ~ Hearing loop ~ Wheelchair access 

      Licensed bar ~ Tea & coffee 
 
 

                                                                                                            
 

 

 

 

 

 



Friday 23rd September 2022 

BELFAST Kenneth Branagh / 2021 / 108 mins / 12 

Our new season opens with Kenneth Branagh’s unabashedly feelgood film based on his own experience 
growing up in Belfast in the late 1960s.  Nine year old Buddy (Jude Hill) must chart a path towards 
adulthood through a world that has suddenly turned upside down with rising tensions and the outbreak of 
sectarian violence.  As his parents (played by Caitríona Balfe and Jamie Dornan) struggle with the most 
difficult decision of their lives, his stable and loving community and everything he thought he understood 
about life is changed forever but laughter, music and the magic of the movies remain.  Heart-breaking and 
heart-warming and beautifully shot, mostly in black and white. 

BBFC insight: moderate threat, discrimination, infrequent strong language 

  

Friday 21st October 2022 

WILD MEN Thomas Daneskov / 2021 / 102 mins / 15 

An unusual midlife crisis unfolds in this entertaining, absurdist comedy.  Feeling emasculated by the modern 
world, Martin (Rasmus Bjerg) has retreated from his family to live in the Norwegian mountains, clothed in 
furs and hunting and gathering as his ancestors did before supermarkets and smart phones ruined 
everything (though he still uses both).  But his project is interrupted when he meets Musa (Zaki Youssef), a 
drug runner lost in the woods and injured after a car accident. Together, this odd couple join forces as they 
are chased through the wilderness by the local police chief Øyvind (Bjørn Sundquist), Musa’s rivals and 
Martin’s wife (Sofie Gråbøl).  A sharply observed, amusing comedy of errors with a madcap narrative, 
blending deadpan wit and outbursts of violence to great effect, Wild Men explores 21st century man as its 
three central characters all struggle to reconcile ideas of masculinity, regret and their past, present and 
potential selves. 

BBFC Insight: strong violence, injury detail, drug misuse, language Norwegian with subtitles 
  

Friday 18th November 2022 

QUEEN OF GLORY Nana Mensah / 2021 / 78 mins / 15 

Queen of Glory is the debut feature from writer-director-actor Nana Mensah and is a warm, witty and 
compassionate film set in New York.  Sarah (Mensah) is a PhD student whose future is thrown into disarray 
by an unexpected death in the family and an ensuing surprise inheritance in the Bronx. Tasked with funeral 
planning, Sarah must navigate both the cultural expectations of her Ghanaian-American family and the 
reappearance of her estranged father (played by Oberon K A Adjepong) whilst deciding what to do about 
her future.  Written, performed and shot on a tiny budget the film vividly evokes the energy of New York, 
the weight of cultural and familial expectations and the micro-aggressions faced by people of colour on a 
daily basis.  A winning and thoughtful story. 
BBFC Insight: Strong language, drug misuse  
  

Friday 9th December 2022 

THE PHANTOM OF THE OPEN Craig Roberts / 2021 / 102 mins / 12 

A jolly comedy-drama based on a true story.  Mark Rylance plays British golfing eccentric Maurice Flitcroft.   
A dreamer and unrelenting optimist, Flitcroft was a shipyard worker who took up golf in middle age, 
managed to gain entry to the 1976 British Open golf championship and subsequently shot the worst round in 
Open history, becoming a folk hero in the process. Mocked by the press and banned from competing, the 
indefatigable, shambolic Flitcroft nevertheless returned, gate crashing competitions with a variety of 
disguises and fake names and undercutting the pomp of the British golf establishment (much to his eldest 
son Michael’s embarrassment and dismay).  Rylance is ably supported by Sally Hawkins as his long-suffering 
wife and Rhys Ifans as an uppity golf official. 
BBFC Insight: infrequent strong language  



Friday 20th January 2023 

MASTER CHENG Mika Kaurismäki / 2019 / 114 mins / PG 

Director Mika Kaurismäki’s quiet, tender, lyrical film explores the possibilities of making new connections in 
far-off places.  When Master Cheng (Pak Hon Chu) arrives in a remote Finnish village with his young son 
Nunjo (Lucas Hsuan), he’s in search of someone he used to know in Shanghai.  Unable to help find his friend, 
café owner Sirkka (Anna-Maija Tuokka) offers him accommodation instead and in return Cheng helps her 
in the kitchen.  Her customers are initially sceptical but won over by his cooking, he becomes a celebrated 
part of the community and when his tourist visa runs out, the villagers seek to make a plan so he can stay.  
Part drolly humorous comedy, part quietly unassuming romance, Master Cheng is a tribute to the value of 
opening yourself up to the unfamiliar, set in an oddball world of thoughtful, diffident yet very engaging 
characters who are all slightly haunted by their pasts. Beautifully shot, the film lovingly depicts both Finland’s 
idyllic countryside and Cheng’s mouthwatering creations. 

BBFC Insight: mild bad language Finnish / Mandarin with subtitles plus English 
 
 
 

 

Friday 17th February 2023 

PETITE MAMAN Céline Sciamma / 2021 / 72 minutes / U 

A low-key but spell-binding film.  Following the death of her beloved grandmother, 8-year-old Nelly 
(Joséphine Sanz) accompanies her parents to her mother's childhood home to begin the difficult process of 
cleaning out its contents.  As Nelly explores the house and nearby woods, she is immediately drawn to a 
neighbour her own age who’s building a hut.  What follows is an enchanting, tender tale of childhood grief, 
memory and connection.  Not a long film but one that packs an emotional punch. 
BBFC Insight: very mild references to bereavement French with subtitles 
 
 

 

Saturday 18th March 2023 
Themed Evening 

We’re delighted once again to include an evening of film and food in our programme  
(doors open 6pm for 6.30pm meal) 

Tickets will be available from 20th January and need to be booked by Friday 10th March  

AFTER LOVE Aleem Khan / 2020 / 90 mins / 12   
Love and loss surface in Dover and Calais in Aleem Khan’s highly rated feature debut, a sympathetic portrait 
of a widow left reeling by discovery of her husband’s secret life.  Mary and her ferry-captain husband are a 
middle-aged Muslim couple living quietly in Dover, she having converted to Islam in order to marry Ahmed.  
After she is suddenly widowed, Mary goes through Ahmed’s belongings and on emptying his wallet comes 
across an ID card belonging to a French woman and finds intimate sounding voicemails on his phone.  
Shocked but curious, Mary travels to France to locate the address on the ID card and meets a woman called 
Genevieve (Nathalie Richard).  Sensitively directed by Khan, After Love is an accomplished, elegantly 
realised and insightful drama about the possibilities of connection across physical and cultural barriers.          
A remarkable debut, with a delicacy and tenderness that is testament to the quality of its writing and 
performances, it is brilliantly led by Joanna Scanlan as Mary. 
BBFC Insight: infrequent strong language English / French / Arabic / Urdu with subtitles 
 
 

 

Friday 21st April 2023 

To be confirmed  

We’re keeping this slot free and hope to confirm our selection in January 



 
 

Films are subject to availability and it may be necessary to alter the programme 
 
 
 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Tuesday 18th July 2023 

  

 

 

 
 
 

 

MEMBERSHIP RATES 2022 – 2023 
 

PER PERSON - £25 
Membership this season gives entry to eight films 

 

GUESTS - £5 per film 
 

14 YEARS AND UNDER - £2 per film 
 

As far as possible please pay by card on the door  
(we still accept cheques - payable to Batcombe Film Society - 

           and cash but our preference is for payment by card, thank you)  
 

For further information or to join, please contact 
Ann Biddle 01749 850307 or bidann44@gmail.com 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Please note that all screenings will be subject to prevailing Covid-19 regulations 
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