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BATCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk: Rob Sage Tel: 01749 850934 e-mail: robsage@uwclub.net 

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Batcombe Parish Council held on 

Wednesday 13th May 2015 in the Old School, Batcombe, commencing at 

7.30pm. 

Present - Councillors: Chris Wildridge – Chairman, Jayne Cox, Iona FitzGerald, Ian Sage, 

John Sommer, and Justin Witcombe. 

Also Present:  The Clerk – Rob Sage, and one member of the public – Lucinda Edgell.   

3893 – Election of Chairman and Chairman’s Acceptance of Office: Chris Wildridge was 

proposed by Justin Witcombe and seconded by Iona FitzGerald.  There being no other 

nominations, Chris Wildridge was duly elected and signed his Acceptance of Office.   

3894 – Election of Vice Chairman: The election of John Sommer as Vice Chairman was 

proposed by the Chairman and agreed.    

3895 – Apologies for Absence: None.    

3896 – Councillors’ Acceptance of Office: All the elected Councillors signed their 

Acceptance of Office which were duly witnessed by the Clerk.  The Clerk reminded 

Councillors that their Return of Election Expenses should be sent to the District Council 

within 28 days of the election.            

3897 – Filling of Parish Council Vacancy by Co-option and Acceptance of Office: Two 

people had expressed an interest in serving on the Council.  The Chairman asked for 

nominations and Diane Roberts was nominated by Jayne Cox, and Lucinda Edgell was 

nominated by Iona FitzGerald.  Lucinda Edgell was given the opportunity to make a short 

statement to the Council, and the Clerk read a short statement from Diane Roberts, who was 

unable to attend because of a work commitment.  On the advice of the Chairman, Lucinda 

Edgell left the room during the vote, although it was noted that she was entitled to remain if 

she wished.  The vote was taken by a paper ballot in accordance with the Council’s Standing 

Orders and each nominee received three votes.  On the basis of his casting vote the Chairman 

declared Lucinda Edgell co-opted onto the Council.  Lucinda returned to the room, signed her 

Acceptance of Office and took part in the remainder of the meeting.     

3898 – Declarations of Interest: None.  The Clerk distributed Register of Interests 

Declaration Forms and guidance on their completion provided by the District Council’s 

Monitoring Officer; reminding Councillors that they had 28 days from the signing of the 

Acceptance of Office to complete the forms and asking them to return the forms to him by the 

next meeting.     

3899 – Public Participation: None.     

3900 – Minutes of the Meetings held on Wednesdays 8th April and 29th April 2015 were 

approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

3901 – Matters Arising:  None.      
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3902 – Footpaths and Highways: The Clerk reported that the Public Path Diversion Order 

diverting the footpath at Lower Eastcombe Farm away from the farmhouse had been 

confirmed.  Somerset Highways had sent out their Environmental Maintenance Information 

for 2015 and the verges on C and unclassified roads should be cut in either June or July.   

The Clerk also reported that the damaged finger post by the Round House had been added to 

Somerset Highways repair list, and that local residents undertaking minor maintenance such as 

painting the finger posts would be welcomed. 

Somerset Highways had inspected the trees opposite Church Farm and agreed that some minor 

pruning was required.  The Clerk reported that Somerset Highways would be happy for the 

Parish Council to organise the work on the trees, but if that was not possible they were 

prepared to undertake the work when they had a contractor in this area.  The Council agreed to 

ask Somerset Highways to undertake the work.  

It was reported that a drain cover in the road by Lower Farm was lifting and that the stone 

trough near Ravenswood had been smashed by a tractor.  Justin Witcombe asked if the verges 

could be ploughed back to allow the water to reach the drains. 

3903 – Allotments:  The Clerk reported that one of the allotment holders had given notice on 

his allotment and that although there was a six month notice period he would be happy for the 

allotment to be rented to someone else.  The vacancy had been advertised and one person from 

Westcombe had applied for the allotment.  It was agreed to rent the allotment to this person.  

As the allotment rents were due in November, it was agreed to charge the new allotment 

holder £15 for the remainder of the year and re-imburse this amount to the person giving up 

their allotment.   

The Chairman informed the Council that he was seeking to organise a meeting with the 

allotment holders in May to improve communications.   

3904 – Emergency Plan:  It was confirmed that the Chairman, the Vice Chairman, the Clerk 

and Arish Turle representing the Parochial Church Council, should be the members of the 

Community Emergency Management Team as outlined in the Emergency Plan and that the 

members of this Team should also be the Emergency Community Contacts requested by the 

Somerset Local Authorities Civil Contingencies Unit as a point of contact between the 

community and the authorities in an emergency. 

The Chairman stated that he would e-mail Councillors a copy of the operational plan to 

implement to Emergency Plan prepared by Robert Jones and presented at the Annual Parish 

Meeting.  The Chairman reported that he had discussed with the Village Hall Chairman the 

possibility of providing resources such as broadband, telephone access and generators for use 

in an emergency.  He would also be approaching Geoffrey Mackett, the Civil Contingencies 

Unit Liaison Officer to ask about applying for grants for these resources.  

3905 – Coney Wood:  A copy of the draft lease drawn up by the Woodland Trust had been 

distributed with the Agendas along with notes drawn up by the Clerk highlighting the 

significance of the main clauses in the lease in the light of informal guidance provided by a 

local solicitor.  The Council had a number of concerns with the lease in its current form, 

feeling that it was too restrictive on what could be done within the Wood while leaving the 

Parish Council with too many open-ended liabilities.  It was suggested that further advice was 

needed and agreed that a local land agent should be approached to determine the cost of 

drawing up an alternative agreement for consideration by the Woodland Trust.  The issue to be 

considered again at the July meeting.  
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3906 – Playground – Maintenance Report:  The Clerk reported that the annual inspection of 

the Playing Field by RoSPA would take place in June.  Geoff Sparkes from Gardens of Avalon 

had begun cutting the Playing Field grass again and had provided a copy of his insurance 

cover.  The mole continues to be active and the Chairman had received a complaint about the 

molehills.  The Cricket Club had offered to roll the Playing Field and this offer was accepted 

in the hope that it would deter the moles.  The rolling would be supervised to ensure no 

children were present.  

Fields in Trust (the charity that looks after King George V Playing Fields) had offered a 

goodie bag worth £150 if the Parish Council registered the Village Fete as a “Have A Field 

Day”.  This was agreed.   

3907 – Planning Applications:  There were no planning applications to consider. 

Planning Application Updates:  The appeal against the decision to refuse permission to 

convert and extend the stables at Crows Hill to a single dwelling had been dismissed, as had 

an application for an award of costs against Mendip District Council.  The planning inspector 

had concluded that the “proposal would unacceptably harm the character and appearance of 

the countryside and by reason principally of its isolated location the scheme would not 

represent sustainable development”.  The Clerk reported that he had received an e-mail from 

the applicant stating that he would now seek to convert the stables into a workshop. 

The District Council had had no objection to the crown reduction of the willow tree at Lower 

Farm, nor to the felling of the five conifers at Fir Tree Cottage.  The tree surgeon had 

informed the Council that the willow tree at Lower Farm had had to be felled after splits in the 

trunk were discovered when work on the crown reduction began, and that the tree officer at 

Mendip had been informed of this and was happy with the action taken.   

3908 – Appointment of Staffing Committee:  Chris Wildridge, Justin Witcombe and 

Lucinda Edgell were appointed to the Staffing Committee, which would meet to consider any 

complaints against or grievances by the Clerk, and would conduct an annual review with the 

Clerk.   

3909 – Appointment of Village Hall and Heritage Room Representatives:  It was agreed 

that Justin Witcombe should continue as the Village Hall Representative and that the Clerk 

should continue as the Heritage Room Representative.   

3910 – Arrangements for Review of Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and Other 

Matters:  It was agreed that the Financial Regulations would be reviewed at the June meeting, 

Standing Orders at the February meeting, and the Schedule of Assets, Risk Management 

Policy and insurance cover be reviewed at the March meeting.  It was also agreed that the 

Council’s other policies would be reviewed in the year leading up to the next Parish Council 

election.   

3911 – Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31st March 2015: A copy of the financial 

statements had been distributed with the Agendas and the Clerk went briefly through the items 

on the statements.  The precept was £50 less than budgeted as it had been adjusted when the 

level of the Council Tax Support Grant was known.  This grant had not been budgeted for as it 

had not been known whether it would be paid at the time of setting the budget.  No VAT had 

been reclaimed in 2014-15 as the VAT on the new play equipment had been reclaimed part 

way through the previous year with the result that there was not sufficient VAT to claim at the 

end of the year (for part of a year claims have to be more than £100).   
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There was no footpaths grant as the footpaths are now being strimmed by our volunteers with 

a strimmer provided by the County Council.  The rent from the allotments was £17.50 less 

than budgeted as one allotment was vacant for six months.  A grant of £525 had been received 

from our County Councillor’s Health and Well-being budget for a new picnic table for the 

Playing Field.  The bank interest was almost nothing because of the minimal interest rates. 

The cost of the grass cutting in the Playing Field was slightly less than budgeted, as was the 

cost of the electricity supply.  The cost of the water supply was higher than budgeted because 

three six-monthly payments were made during the year and only one the previous year.  The 

cost of maintenance was lower than budgeted - £95 was paid to the molecatcher and £16.71 on 

a new padlock for the vehicle gate – as the play bark and the new fence were paid for after the 

end of the year.  £623 was spent on the new picnic table and £86.75 on the new vehicle gate 

(which had been included in the previous year’s budget).  

The Clerk’s salary increased compared to the previous year as the number of hours worked 

were raised to seven a week.  Changes to the Clerk’s tax code meant no PAYE was paid and 

overall the Clerk’s salary was less than budgeted as there had been no increase in the salary 

scales until January.  The Clerk’s expenses were roughly as budgeted.  Most other expenses of 

administration were largely as budgeted, although there was no expenditure on training or 

publications (the Clerk’s training having been paid for in the previous year).  Data protection 

registration was an additional expense and photocopying was lower than usual as no bill had 

been received for the second half of the year.  The insurance premium was lower than 

budgeted as a new three year deal had been entered into.  

The grants given by the Council were as budgeted and the expenditure on the allotments was 

£45 on hedge cutting.  Details of the earmarked money for the allotments (and the monies 

raised for the Playing Field improvements) were given on the back of the Financial Statement.  

At the end of the year there was £933 of allotments money of which £200 would pay for the 

lease of the field in May.  

The net result of the variations against the budget was a surplus of £593 on the year instead of 

the expected surplus of £200.  At the end of the year the Parish Council had £5,207 in its funds 

- £1,458 more than anticipated in the budget (largely because of a healthier balance at the start 

of the year).  Of this £933 was set aside for the allotments.  This meant that the Parish Council 

had funds totalling £4,274 that were not earmarked for the allotments.  The Clerk noted that as 

the Parish Council election had not been contested, this should be a sufficient reserve to cover 

the possible cost of a by-election during the coming year (the most likely source of major 

unbudgeted expenditure).  SALC recommend that a Parish Council had reserves of between 

one-third and two-thirds of its precept, which meant the reserves should be between £2,650 

and £5,300.   

The Clerk noted that the Annual Return, which was sent to the External Auditor, did not need 

to be considered until the next meeting, by which time the internal auditor would have 

presented his report.       

3912 – Precept and Update on Budget for Year Ending 31st March 2016:  The Clerk 

reported that the precept of £7,948 had been paid into the Council’s bank account and a VAT 

repayment of £264.64 had been claimed for the twenty months up to March 2015.  An update 

on the budget for the current year had been distributed with the Agendas.  Receipts were likely 

to be as budgeted except that the VAT claim was higher than budgeted because of the VAT on 

the picnic table.  Most payments were likely to be as budgeted.  Exceptions were the cost of 

the new fencing in the Playing Field and the Playing Field maintenance as a result of the cost 
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of the play bark.  The main variation was due to the uncontested Parish Council election, 

which meant the cost of the election was reduced from perhaps £1,000 to around £150.   

These variations resulted in a projected surplus of £450 on the year, giving funds of around 

£5,650 at the end of the year.  However the Clerk noted that there were possible costs of 

repairing the war memorial wall, replacing or repairing notice boards and legal advice on the 

Coney Wood lease that the surplus could be spent on. 

3913 – Change of Bank Mandate:  It was agreed that Liz Hollis should be removed as a 

signatory on the bank account and replaced by Lucinda Edgell.  The Chairman, Vice 

Chairman, Iona FitzGerald and the Clerk were the existing signatories, although the Clerk was 

not allowed to sign cheques.      

3914 - Authorisation of payment: Councillors authorised the following payments: 

£265.00 Broker Network Ltd – Insurance premium. 

£107.84 Somerset Association of Local Councils – Affiliation fees. 

£200.00 T & E A Hollis – Lease of allotments field. 

£141.00 Gardens of Avalon – Grass cutting for March and April. 

£21.68 SSE – Electricity for Playing Field, January - April 2015.  

3915 - Other Business - Matters of Information: The Chairman stated that he would be 

putting forward a draft plan for outlining what the Parish Council might achieve over the next 

four years at the next meeting.  He suggested this should include making a decision on Coney 

Wood; the completion of the Emergency Plan; establishing a working party to look at the 

feasibility of more affordable housing; and developing the Parish Council website.  He noted 

that the budgeting process in November should take into account the items proposed in the 

Plan.  It was suggested that the repair of the War Memorial wall and the repair and 

replacement of the notice boards also be included in this plan.   

The Chairman noted that Councillors made considerable time commitments doing strimming, 

working in the Playing Field, etc. and that this was not recorded.  He felt that it was important 

that these commitments should not be hidden. 

3916 - Dates of Future Meetings: The following dates were agreed for the monthly meetings 

of the Parish Council during the coming year, all being the first Wednesday of the month:  

3rd June  1st July  5th August  2nd September  7th October  4th November  

2nd December 6th January 3rd February 2nd March  6th April 4th May 

The date in April would also be the date of the Annual Parish Meeting and the August meeting 

would only be held if there were planning applications to consider.  The Council to meet at 

8.00pm in the summer and 7.30pm the rest of the year.   

  

 

Chris Wildridge 

3rd June 2015 


