BATCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk: Rob Sage Tel: 01749 850934

e-mail: clerk@batcombe-parish-council-somerset.org.uk

You are Summoned to the
Monthly Meeting of Batcombe Parish Council
to be held remotely via Zoom at 7.30pm
on Wednesday 2" December 2020

Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the
exercise of any of its functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and
any disability), Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.

Agenda

1. Apologies and Acceptance of Reasons for Absence

2. Declarations of Interest
1t is the Councillors’ responsibility to declare any interests they may have in any item on the Agenda.
If you are uncertain please ask the Clerk before the meeting.

3. Public Participation — Open village meeting for fifteen minutes for any member of the public to
raise any issue relevant to Batcombe Parish. The Chairman can invite members of the public to speak
at this or at any other appropriate point in the meeting.

4. Minutes of the Meetings held on Wednesdays 4" and 25" November 2020 to be agreed.
Attached. The Minutes will need to be signed later.

5. Matters Arising — information updates only.
Nothing that does not appear on the Agenda below.

6. District and County Councillors’ Reports
An opportunity for the District and County Councillors to report to the meeting, either via Zoom or in
writing.

7. Sewage Treatment Plant at Ash Tree Cottages
An opportunity for an update on progress on the work to replace the sewage treatment plant at Ash
Tree Cottages. The Chairman has sent a second letter to the Chief Executive of Hastoes and one to
the landowner involved in the negotiations for the easement regarding a new pipe from the treatment
plant and has received responses from both.

8. Footpaths and Highways
We have received a complaint from the landowner of the field next to the Chapel car park. The trees
that were planted in the car park to mark the Queen’s Silver Jubilee are apparently obstructing
tractors working in the field and he would like the Parish Council to cut back the trees. The car park,
which is basically the large verge where the Batcombe telephone kiosk used to be, belongs to
Somerset Highways which presumably makes the trees their responsibility — although | believe the
Parish Council has undertaken work on the trees in the past. The landowner believes that work needs



10.

11.

to be undertaken urgently and that any damage to a tractor working in the field would be the
responsibility of the Parish Council.

Playground.
Maintenance Report: The electricity cabinet still needs to be secured. There is more evidence of
moles in the Playing Field.

New Play Equipment: Having accepted the offer of the grant from Viridor Credit, we need to plan
how we make a decision on which quote to accept and on placing an order. For the work to begin in
March/April we need to place an order in January which means making a decision at our meeting on
January 13™. The Working Party needs to meet beforehand to make a recommendation to the Parish
Council at that meeting. Realistically this means it should meet in the first week of January to allow
a consultation period in December to get the views of local residents on the equipment. The Working
Party may also want to meet in December to consider any issues with any of the quotes that need to
be dealt with before making an order. We should have a better idea of the post-lockdown restrictions
that will be in place in December by the time of this meeting, but | suspect we may have to undertake
the consultation online — asking people to e-mail their responses.

Planning Applications:

Planning Application No: 2020/2296/HSE  Erection of two storey rear extension, rear facing
replacement dormer and single storey rear extension. Refurbishment of existing house including wall
treatment, windows and doors, new roof covering and landscaping.

Greenacres, Baileys Lane, Westcombe — Householder Application.

Greenacres was previously known as Cedar Lodge. The application can be viewed on the District
Council ’s planning website https://publicaccess.mendip.gov.uk/online-applications/ Just enter the
reference number into the search engine. Due to the coronavirus restrictions there will not be an
opportunity to view a paper application prior to the meeting.

Planning Application No: 2020/2297/HSE Erection of a detached garage.
Greenacres, Baileys Lane, Westcombe — Householder Application.

Planning Application Updates.

The application for the variation on conditions for the planning permission for works to the lower
barn at Lower Eastcombe Farm has been approved. The variations included extending out 2 metres
from the rear wall (below ground) and modifying the windows on the east elevation. The District
Council had no objection to the trees works at the Parsonage, which included the felling of multiple
Ash trees infected with Ash dieback, or to the felling of the Goat Willow at 6, Kale Street. The
District Council also had no objection to the felling of the Beech tree at the Old Barn, although the
Parish Council had recommended refusal.

Budget and Precept for Year Ending 315 March 2022

The budget for the year ending 315t March 2022 and the forecast for the years 2021-2024 that were
distributed with last month’s Agenda are attached. There are no changes since last month except that
a 2% increase in the Clerk’s salary may have been a bit optimistic in light of the public sector pay
freeze that has been announced — see last month’s Agenda for details of individual items in the
budget. The budget is an opportunity for the Council to review items of expenditure such as the level
of its grants.

The budget has been prepared on the assumption that the play equipment will have been purchased
this year. On this basis the budget predicts a surplus of £1,940 if the precept is unchanged at £9,950.
This would leave £11,485 in our funds at the end of 2021/22. Given that around £1,000 of this will be
earmarked for the allotments, this leaves us with reserves that are above the higher limit suggested by
SALC (that a parish council’s reserves should be between % and % of its precept) and should be more
than sufficient to cover the cost of a by-election. It also allows some flexibility to spend more of the
Parish Council ’s own money on the Playing Field if required.


https://publicaccess.mendip.gov.uk/online-applications/

A decision on the level of the precept does not have to be made at this meeting - and can be deferred
until the January meeting when will have more details of the cost of the new play equipment and
should know what the tax base for 2021/22 is. However, the deadline for submitting our precept
request is only two days after the January meeting so it would be good to make a decision in principle
at this meeting in case there is any reason we cannot meet on January 131",

12. Authorisation of Payments
£2?22.00 Dominic Conway — Grass cutting in November (invoice not yet received).

13. Other Business — matters of information only.
The SALC AGM will take place on Wednesday 16 December at 6.00pm and this year will be online.
Each member parish is entitled to send two representatives, one of whom can be the Clerk.

14. Date and Time of Next Meeting:
Wednesday 13" January 2021 at 7.30pm via Zoom.

Rot Sage

Rob Sage — Clerk 26" November 2020



