BATCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk: Rob Sage Tel: 01749 850934  e-mail: clerk@batcombe-parish-council-somerset.org.uk

You are Summoned to the
Monthly Meeting of Batcombe Parish Council
to be held on Wednesday 4" December 2024
at 7.30pm in the Old School, Batcombe

Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the
exercise of any of its functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and
any disability), Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.

Agenda

1. Apologies and Acceptance of Reasons for Absence
This is necessary as any member who is absent for six months, without the Council accepting their
reasons for absence, automatically loses their seat on the Council.

2. Declarations of Interest
1t is the Councillors’ responsibility to declare any interests they may have in any item on the Agenda.
If you are uncertain, please ask the Clerk before the meeting.

3. Public Participation — Open village meeting for fifteen minutes for any member of the public to
raise any issue relevant to Batcombe Parish
The Chairman can invite members of the public to speak at this or at any other appropriate point in
the meeting.

4. Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 6" November 2024 to be agreed and signed.
Enclosed/attached.

5. Matters Arising — information updates only.
Action Table — A copy of the Action Table from the meeting on November 6™ is attached/enclosed.
The Parish Council agreed to check progress on the actions listed in the Table under Matters Arising.

6. Somerset Councillors’ Reports and the Shepton Local Community Network
An opportunity for the Somerset Councillors to report on matters relevant to the parish, either in
person or in writing. ~ The Highways Working Group meeting on November 215 was cancelled at
short notice.

7. Tourist Tax
The Chair to report back from the first meeting of the Working Party.

8. Allotments
Allotment rents were due on November 1%t — rent for four allotments has been paid and we have to
wait to see the next bank statement to see how many others have been paid. No one has given notice
that they wish to give up their allotment.
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Footpaths and Highways
As noted above the LCN Highways Working Group meeting on November 215 was cancelled at short
notice.

Speeding - The Traffic Engineer has supplied speed data for Batcombe, collected from vehicle
trackers and SatNavs. Data was provided for the same points as the 2008 survey — Millards Hill and
outside the Playing Field. At Millards Hill average speed was 19.6mph and the 85™ percentile was
24.7mph (85" percentile means that 85% of speeds are at or lower than this figure). On Kale Street
the average speed was 18.6mph and the 85" percentile 25mph. Outside the Playing Field, the
average speed was 12.6mph and the 85" percentile 21.9mph.

The data indicates speeds lower than those collected in 2008 at both locations. In 2008 data was
collected over nine days and average speeds varied between 22 and 24 mph and the 85" percentile
between 28 and 30 mph at Millards Hill; and there were average speeds of 17-20mph and 22-25mph
for the 85™ percentile outside the Playing Field.

Traffic Management can do a similar survey to what they did in 2008 at cost. The cost used to be
£250 but they would need to check this and it may be higher now. They could also do a video survey
of vulnerable road users such as pedestrians, cyclists etc, but the cost would likely be higher and
would involve cameras watching Kale Street.

HGVs — Three instances of HGVs getting stuck in the village have been reported in November. On
November 7" a HGV got stuck at Westcombe Hill, Portway Hill and various other places taking three
hours to get through the village. On November 11™ a lorry got stuck on Holly Hill while attempting a
delivery to Brickells Ice Cream. And on November 20" a HGV got stuck by Boords Farm. A local
resident has requested the Parish Council consider if more signs can be erected,

Playground - Maintenance Report
The water should be turned off as the weather gets colder.

| have contacted a comparison website loveenergysavings.com for a best quote for the electricity
supply and in particular the lowest standing charge. Our current standing charge with SSE is 46p
per day. The best quote available when | spoke to the agent was 40p per day for a 1 year contract
with British Gas, although the agent recommended a three-year contract at 46p per day as he felt that
standing charges would continue to rise every year. The quotes provided when | spoke to the agent
are no longer being offered, but he will provide current prices just before the meeting.

Planning Applications - None at present.

Planning Application Updates. No updates to report.

Review of the Parish Council’s Connection with External Bodies

Council’s Membership of the Somerset Association of Local Councils

Clerk’s Membership of the Society of Local Council Clerks

Membership of both of these bodies is very helpful in providing information and advice on matters
relating to the work of the Parish Council and would make the Clerk’s job more difficult if they were
not available. Membership of SALC cost £127.13 this year and the Clerk’s membership of the SLCC
cost £112. SALC have stated that affiliation fees will increase significantly in 2025/26 owing to
greater demand on their support services as parish and town councils take on more.

Budget and Precept for Year Ending 315 March 2026

Enclosed is an updated budget for the year ending 31t March 2026. As before these accounts have
two columns allowing the budget for 2025/26 to be compared to the projected figures for this year.
Also enclosed is an updated forecast for the years 2025-2028. The projected figures for this year are
unchanged from those provided at the last meeting.
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The budget has been updated to include the fact that the Parish Council will be liable for an
Employers National Insurance contribution of around £50 as the Lower Earnings Limit has been
reduced to £5,000 from April 2025 and the Clerk’s salary is estimated to be around £5,350 in
2025/26. (The Employers’ NI contribution rate will increase to 15% in April 2025).

And as noted above, SALC have indicated that their affiliation fees will increase significantly in
2025/26 due to greater demands on their support services as town and parish councils take on more
services and assets from the Somerset Council. | have no idea what this will mean in practice but
have increased the budget for SALC membership to £150.

In line with the decision at the last meeting | have increased the proposed precept in the budget to
£10,500. This is an increase of 4.22%. This gives a projected deficit next year of £170 instead of the
£675 suggested at last month’s meeting and projected reserves of £11,150 at the end of 2025/26.
SALC recommends unallocated reserves should be between a third and two thirds of the precept, and
for a precept of £10,550 this means between £3,500 and £7,000. £1,000 of our reserves are
earmarked for the allotments, so if we earmark £4,000 for future highways expenditure, that leaves us
with unallocated reserves of £6,150. The Parish Council decided to earmark reserves for highways
expenditure at the last meeting but did not set a figure which needs to be done.

The forecast shows deficits of £930 and £2,225 in the following two years if there is no change in
precept and no additional expenditure, leaving reserves of £8,000 at the end of 2027/28, of which
only £3,000 would be unallocated. This indicates that the precept in 2027/28 would need to increase
by a minimum of £500.

A decision on the level of the precept does not have to be made at this meeting - and can be deferred
until the January meeting when the tax base for 2025/26 should have been determined so that we will
know the impact of any changes in the precept on Council Tax.

Authorisation of Payment
£270.00 Kevin Gale — Grass cutting in November (Invoice not yet received).

Other Business — matters of information only.

Our insurance brokers Clear Council Insurance have a new insurer partner, Ecclesiastical. They
believe that this new partnership will enhance the service they provide to parish councils. The
change in insurers will happen when our insurance is renewed and the terms of our current long term
agreement will not change.

Date of Next Meeting - Wednesday 8" January 2025 at 7.30pm in the Old School.

Rot» Sage

Rob Sage — Clerk 27" November 2024



