BATCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk: Rob Sage Tel: 01749 850934  e-mail: clerk@batcombe-parish-council-somerset.org.uk

You are Summoned to the
Monthly Meeting of Batcombe Parish Council
to be held on Wednesday 5" February 2025
at 7.30pm in the Old School, Batcombe

Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the
exercise of any of its functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and
any disability), Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.

Agenda

1. Apologies and Acceptance of Reasons for Absence
This is necessary as any member who is absent for six months, without the Council accepting their
reasons for absence, automatically loses their seat on the Council.

2. Declarations of Interest
1t is the Councillors’ responsibility to declare any interests they may have in any item on the Agenda.
If you are uncertain, please ask the Clerk before the meeting.

3. Public Participation — Open village meeting for fifteen minutes for any member of the public to
raise any issue relevant to Batcombe Parish
The Chairman can invite members of the public to speak at this or at any other appropriate point in
the meeting.

4. Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 8" January 2025 to be agreed and signed.
Enclosed/attached.

5. Matters Arising — information updates only.
Action Table — A copy of the Action Table from the meeting on January 8™ is attached/enclosed. The
Parish Council agreed to check progress on the actions listed in the Table under Matters Arising.

Precept — The precept form with a request for a precept of £11,000 has been sent to the Somerset
Council and acknowledged.

6. Somerset Councillors’ Reports and the Shepton Local Community Network
An opportunity for the Somerset Councillors to report on matters relevant to the parish, either in
person or in writing. The next meeting of the Shepton LCN has been moved from January 27 to
March 3. Notes from the last meeting in September have been distributed to Parish Councillors.

7. Tourist Tax and Community Review
Update on the tourist levy from Tom Price. It appears that the pub are supportive of the idea and
have suggested a levy of £2.50 per room per night which they would collect via their booking system
and pass onto the Parish Council monthly or quarterly for use on projects such as the finger posts.
Local B&Bs could use a QR code for collecting the voluntary levy.
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Tom has also asked for the following to be considered at the meeting - Community Review: An
opportunity to conduct a review of our community, to assist with forward planning across all
committees within the parish.

Footpaths and Highways

Thanks to lan Sage who ordered a new stone grey 450l grit bin and has installed it by the war
memorial in Westcombe. The grit bin cost £220.74 (which includes £36.79 in VAT) from Roadware
Ltd.

Playground - Maintenance Report

We have agreed a three-year electricity contract with British Gas for the supply to the Playing Field
that starts on 1%t January. Prices were changing daily on the “Love Energy Savings” website and
British Gas were offered the lowest standing charge for a three-year deal the day after the last
meeting. The standing charge is 45p/day and the unit price is 25.82 p/kWh. SSE were charging
28.311p/kWh and a standing charge of 63.1p/day under our old contract.

Planning Applications - None at present.

Planning Application Updates. The tree works at Provis (next to Rockwells House) — the felling of
a Larch and the crown lift of a Catalpa — have been approved. The application for a replacement
single storey rear extension at Cobblers on Kale Street has also been approved.

Review of Standing Orders

The Parish Council is required to review its Standing Orders annually. An electronic copy of the
Standing Orders is attached and any Councillor wanting a paper copy should contact the Clerk. The
Standing Orders can also be down loaded from the Parish Council website. New Standing Orders
were adopted in February 2022, based on model Standing Orders provided by the National
Association of Local Councils and I am unaware of anything in these Standing Orders that needs
revising.

Annual Parish Meeting

The Annual Parish Meeting will take place in the Jubilee Hall on Wednesday April 2. To update on
plans for the meeting. | have a DVD of the building of the Jubilee Hall and the official opening by
Prince (now King) Charles produced by Derek Gregory (who died at the end of last year). We would
need to be selective in what we showed as the combined video is one hour 45 minutes.

Bank Reconciliation and Update on Budget for Year Ending 315 March 2025

Financial Regulations require that each quarter a bank reconciliation is produced by the Clerk,
checked by a member of the Council, and reported to the Council as soon as possible after the end of
the quarter.

Financial Regulations also require an update on the budget each quarter. The enclosed/attached
sheet with four columns of figures shows the accounts for last year, the budget for this year, receipts
and payments to 26™ January this year and a projection for this year based on expenditure to date.

Receipts are projected to be approximately £150 more than the budgeted figure. This is due to the
precept being £150 more than the original figure proposed, plus the unbudgeted income of £100 for
the Playing Field wood and gate and less the reduction in the allotments rent due to the likely
vacancies in November.

The projection for the Playing Field expenditure is about £40 less than budgeted, as the projected
cost of the grass cutting for the year is less than was budgeted while the cost of the water supply is
likely to be more than budgeted and two years’ subscriptions to the Somerset Playing Fields
Association were paid this this year.

The projection for the expenditure on Administration is about £790 more than as budgeted. This is
largely due to the unbudgeted cost of the new laptop and software of £705.68 (although the VAT of
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£117.61 can be reclaimed). In addition, the Clerk’ salary will be £70 more than budgeted and the
hire of the Old School for meetings £50 more than budgeted. The insurance premium was also £25
less than budgeted.

The expenditure on Grants is £530 more than budgeted. This is due to the unbudgeted grant of £500
for the Church clock and the increase in the grant to the Village Hall Trust from £150 to £200 (Other
grants were £20 less than budgeted). Other expenses including those of the allotments are likely to
be around £450 less than budgeted. This is due to the fact that no money was spent on either the
refurbishment of the Westcombe notice board or the maintenance of the strimmer.

Overall, there is a projected deficit of £1,440 compared to a budgeted deficit of £760, largely due to
the unbudgeted cost of the new laptop. As a result, the projected funds at the end of the year are
£11,218 — around £690 more than expected when the budget was made due to the surplus on last
year’s accounts. It should be noted that approximately £1,000 of this figure will be earmarked for the
allotments.

Authorisation of Payment
£220.74 lan Sage Grit bin from Roadware Ltd (paid by personal card)

Other Business — matters of information only.
The Crime Report for December shows one reported crime in Batcombe, which was criminal damage
under £5,000.

Date of Next Meeting - Wednesday 5" March 2025 at 7.30pm in the Old School.

Rot Sage

Rob Sage — Clerk 29" January 2025



