BATCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk: Rob Sage Tel: 01749 850934  e-mail: clerk@batcombe-parish-council-somerset.org.uk

You are Summoned to the
Monthly Meeting of Batcombe Parish Council
to be held on Wednesday 5™ March 2025
at 7.30pm in the Old School, Batcombe

Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the
exercise of any of its functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and
any disability), Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.

Agenda

1. Apologies and Acceptance of Reasons for Absence
This is necessary as any member who is absent for six months, without the Council accepting their
reasons for absence, automatically loses their seat on the Council.

2. Declarations of Interest
1t is the Councillors’ responsibility to declare any interests they may have in any item on the Agenda.
If you are uncertain, please ask the Clerk before the meeting.

3. Public Participation — Open village meeting for fifteen minutes for any member of the public to
raise any issue relevant to Batcombe Parish
The Chairman can invite members of the public to speak at this or at any other appropriate point in
the meeting.

4. Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 5" February 2025 to be agreed and signed.
Enclosed/attached.

5. Matters Arising — information updates only.
Action Table — A copy of the Action Table from the meeting on February 5" is attached/enclosed.
The Parish Council agreed to check progress on the actions listed in the Table under Matters Arising.

6. Somerset Councillors’ Reports and the Shepton Local Community Network
An opportunity for the Somerset Councillors to report on matters relevant to the parish, either in
person or in writing. The next meeting of the Shepton LCN will be held on March 3", two days
before this meeting.

7. Beeches Farm Development
Prior Approval has been given for the conversion of seven agricultural buildings to nine residential
dwellings at Beeches Farm and the developer would like the Parish Council’s views on a proposal for
a new build on the site which would consist of six single-storey dwellings with sedum roofs and
garages - allowing for improved design, more environmentally friendly buildings and greater options
for landscaping. A site plan for the proposal has been provided by the developer, Mendip
Developments Ltd.



8. Annual Parish Meeting — Accommodation Levy and Community Review
An update on the proposed presentation for the Annual Parish Meeting on Wednesday April 2.
There will also be an edited film of the building of the Jubilee Hall and the royal visit to open it.

9. Footpaths and Highways

The Traffic Engineer at Somerset Council, Sara Davies, has responded to the reporting of the farmer
at Lower Alham Farm’s concerns about vehicles attempting to use the track by his farm and getting
stuck in the ford. She has arranged to have it showing as a closed road until 2027 on a live link,
which in theory will remove this option from SatNav devices. Because One.network does not
recognise the ford as public highway, it has had to be plotted as two separate closures, either side of
the ford. These closures should achieve the same outcome of showing as a No Through Route. This
link should show it - https://one.network/?tmi=GB37200589. Click on the link then type in
Westcombe, it will come up with Westcombe, Shepton Mallet, select that and then use your mouse to
move the screen down and you will see the closures in place. If you click on the no entry or road
closed icon, it will give you the detail and dates entered onto the system.
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Sara would like to know if this is a seasonal issue or if the closure should be in place all year round.

10. Playground - Maintenance Report
The molecatcher has caught 4 moles in the Playing Field, which should have resolved the problem
for the time being. The molecatcher charges £45 plus £15 a mole caught so the total bill is £105.
The molecatcher asked to be paid in cash. | raked over the molehills to level them out and avoid
them forming permanent mounds.

11. Planning Application
Planning Application No: 2025/0224/LBC Replacement of existing casement windows with double
glazed sash windows and casement windows in former shop. Repair/replacement of the door to the
former shop on a like for like basis. EIm House, Kale Street, Batcombe.
Elm House, formerly the Queen’s Arms Inn, is a Grade II listed building in the Batcombe
Conservation Area. The proposal seeks Listed Building Consent for the retrofit of the building to
improve its energy efficiency, including the replacement of the current 1970s single glazed casement
windows across the front and rear elevations with more thermally efficient vacuum double-glazed
alternatives and the repair/replacement of the door to the former shop on a like for like basis. Plans
and photos (in the Heritage Statement) can be found on the planning website at 2025/0224/LBC |



https://one.network/?tmi=GB37200589I
https://publicaccess.mendip.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=SRGHZBKPH9K00
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Replacement of casement windows with double glazed sash windows & casement windows in former

shop. Repair/replacement of door to the former shop on a like for like basis. | EIm House Kale Street
Batcombe Shepton Mallet Somerset BA4 6AB. The Heritage Statement indicates that the building
had sash windows until the 1970s.

Planning Application Updates. The tree works at Batcombe House — the felling of an Ash with Ash
dieback and the crown lift of a Copper Beech — have been approved. The application for the felling
of a Beech at The Old Barn has also been approved.

Review of Schedule of Assets

The Schedule of Assets should be reviewed annually before the independent examination and an
updated copy of the Schedule is attached. The changes from the last time the Schedule was updated
(a year ago) are the addition of the new laptop and software (purchase value £706) and the grit bin
at Westcombe (purchase value £221). As a result, the value of the Parish Council’s Assets has
increased by £927 to £63,784. It should be noted that the values given are the purchase value with
no account made of depreciation or increase in value. The exception being the telephone kiosk in
Westcombe which is recorded at its insurance value.

Review of Risk Management Policy and Insurance Cover

The Risk Management Policy should be reviewed annually before the independent examination.
Enclosed is a copy of the Risk Assessment and Management document. This is essentially the same
as last year’s document as there have been little change in the risks to the Council.

The Insurance Policy should also be reviewed annually before the independent examination and
before it is due for renewal in June. We are coming to the end of a three-year long term agreement
with Aviva Insurance arranged through Clear Councils Insurance (formerly BHIB Councils
Insurance). Clear Councils have informed us that they are changing their insurance provider from
Aviva to Ecclesiastical. As their name suggests, Ecclesiastical have a strong record in church
insurance but are expanding into other insurance markets. Are the Parish Council happy for Clear
Councils to arrange our insurance or do we wish to seek alternatives quotes?

Authorisation of Payment
£44.06 water2business Water supply to Playing Field for six months
£105.00  The Clerk To reimburse cash paid to molecatcher

Other Business — matters of information only.
None at present.

Date of Next Meeting - Wednesday 2" April 2025 at 6.45pm in the Jubilee Hall.
To be followed by the Annual Parish Meeting.

Rot Sage

Rob Sage — Clerk 26" February 2025
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