BATCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk: Rob Sage Tel: 01749 850934
e-mail: clerk@batcombe-parish-council-somerset.org.uk

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Batcombe Parish Council held on
Wednesday 2"¢ April 2025 in the Jubilee Hall, Batcombe, commencing at
6.45pm.

Present - Councillors:  Janet Jones — Chair, Jayne Cox, Bryony Harling, Clare Kingston,
Tom Price and lan Sage.

Also Present: The Clerk and 13 members of the public.
5753 — Apologies for Absence and Acceptance of Reasons for Absence: Peter Glaisher.

5754 — Declarations of Interest: lan Sage and Jayne Cox declared an interest in the
authorisation of the payment to the Clerk as relatives of the Clerk.

5755 — Public Participation: A resident stated that it was good to see potholes in the village
being repaired.

5756 — Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 5" March 2025 were agreed as a correct
record and signed by the Chair.

5757 — Matters Arising: Strimmer — the cost of the training to use the strimmer would be
considered at the next meeting. Playing Field — Bryony Harling reported that the play
equipment had been washed and recommended that it was done every year in March. Some of
the willow had been taken by parishioners during the village tidy-up. The litter bin by the
Playing Field was full. The Clerk to report this. It was agreed to put a notice on the litter bin
asking that no dog poo be placed in it. Bryony Harling to organise. Voluntary Accommodation
Levy — it was agreed to accept donations given by guests on rooms at the Three Horseshoes.

5758 — Footpaths and Highways: Tom Price had contacted Daniel Gordon (the Rights of Way
Officer) regarding the health and safety concern posed by the damaged bridge resulting from
the fallen tree on the Spargrove footpath and had not yet had a response. A local resident had
reported seeing children climbing up the vertical bridge. There was little the Parish Council
could do apart from asking the landowners to deal with the issue, informing the Rights of Way
Officer and warning people of the danger. [Post meeting note: the Rights of Way Officer has
temporarily closed the footpath and cordoned off the fallen tree and damaged bridges.]

The Clerk reported that the Traffic Engineer was asking parish councils to report faded white
lines at road junctions.

It was noted that the footpath through Pugh’s Bottom was impassible. This had been considered
by the Parish Council before the pandemic and a new permissive way was needed . This would
require the agreement of all the landowners involved and would need four new styles. To be
considered again.

It was reported that the footpath sign to Bailey’s Lane was Westcombe was being removed and
replaced. Apparently this was due to a dispute between landowners over access.
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5759 — Playing Field — Maintenance Report: The presence of a mole in the Playing Field was
reported. Ian Sage stated that he had turned on the water in the Playing Field and it appeared
that someone had turned it off.

It was agreed to close the Playing Field on Wednesday April 9" to allow the safe removal of the
willow structures. The Clerk to prepare notices of the closure and to advertise the closure on
the Parish Council website. Bryony Harling to put the notice on Facebook. Clare Kingston
stated that she would paint the swings while the Playing Field was closed.

5760 — Planning Applications: There were no planning applications to consider.

Planning Application Updates: There were no updates to report.

5761 — Grant Application - Community Review: At the last meeting, it was noted that there
may be funding available for a Community Review of the parish. A grant application for a
Community Health and Wellbeing grant prepared by the Community Steering Group had been
distributed with the Agenda. These grants were administered by the Somerset Association of
Local Councils with funding provided by the Somerset Council.

The grant was for £4,850 to pay for a Community Review undertaken by the Community
Council for Somerset. The Community Council for Somerset would be designing and
producing the review survey and managing responses and collating data of the Community
Review. They would also provide a full report and forward plan/action plan. The Community
Steering Group would be responsible for delivering the Community Review and requested the
following from the Parish Council:

1. Minuted Parish Council approval to make the application;

2. £250 seed funding to support launch events in the parish to highlight the purpose of the
Community Review/Community Plan and engage parishioners;

3. A commitment in principle to support the findings of the Community Review;

4. An annual budget allocation to help support the targets of the resultant Community Plan
over 5 years (2026-2030). This could be achieved by a small increase in the parish
precept, alongside planned fundraising initiatives (such as the voluntary tourist levy).

Following discussion on the purpose of a Community Review and noting that it was completely
different from a Neighbourhood Plan, approval to make the grant application on behalf of the
Parish Council and the other points listed above was proposed by Bryony Harling, seconded by
Clare Kingston and agreed by the Parish Council.

5762 - Authorisation of Payments: Councillors authorised the following payments:

£1,303.96 The Clerk — Salary for 4" Quarter.
£2.80 HMRC — Income tax on Clerk’s salary.
£88.29 The Clerk — Expenses for 4" Quarter.
£190.00 Mr K Gale — Grass cutting in March.

5763 — Other Business — matters of information only. It was noted that the 80™ anniversary of
VE Day would be celebrated on Monday May 5" and the celebrations would include the lighting
of the beacon on Brunel.

5764 - Date of Next Meeting: Wednesday 7™ May 2025 at 7.30pm in the Old School. This
would be the Annual Parish Council Meeting at which the Parish Council Chair was elected for

the year.
_anet Jones
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